September 2022
Editorial

This is it, the 85" and final edition. The usual editorial conundrum, what amongst
the wealth of geological news to present for your illumination. Actually, none of
it. This will be a retrospective, and it won't strain your vocabulary too much since
it will largely be devoted to images of wonders and curiosities, however loosely
connected to geology.

Plate tectonics

I haven't counted, but I suspect that it has been the most frequently covered
topic; and here is a bit of a rarity — a plate margin. The dark rock on the left is
the Australian plate, and that on the right is the Pacific plate; the greenish bit in
the middle is the fault gouge of the Alpine fault in New Zealand.




where we saw lots of volcanic rocks - often associated with tectonics, but not in
this case. At least one and probably two of the sites we visited have been
obliterated by the recent eruption, reminding us that we exist on a dynamic
planet.

And at the other end of the age spectrum

there is the debate about the oldest rocks on earth, many of which seem to be
in Canada or Greenland or Australia or South Africa or .........

67215,0




the moon; picked up during the Apollo 16 mission, and an anorthosite believed
to be about 4.46 billion years old.

The oldest fossils

that claim probably (note of hesitancy) belongs to these 3.5 Billion year old
Stromatolites from Australia.
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These two fossils from Charnwood Forest are amongst the oldest that Britain
has to offer. They lived together and died together.

How things have progressed. From the blurred images of my student days to
today's ever growing data about even our most distant planet. This image,
however, is of our near neighbour Mars. Ius Chasma and Tithonium_Chasma are
up to 7 km deep.
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Whilst this isn't geology, it is a rather thought provoking image of Earth and
reminds us our importance in the great scheme of things (whatever that is).




Now for a melange

A bit of nostalgia. since I lived in this Region of France - this is the Channel coast
near Etretat.

The wave in Arizona — an erosional feature.



Whilst you will have to visit Turkey to see these curious structures.

And just in case you were getting complacent

Stuff you know

Stuff you know you don’t know.

Stuff you don’t know
you don’t know.

The global reach of geology



No, it isn't photoshopped. This dramatic afterglow was recently visible at
McMurdo Base in Antarctica. The causal event occurred 7000 km distant in Tonga
- yes it was the January eruption. Aerosols and dust particles ejected into the
upper atmosphere are slowly circulating; similar phenomena have been seen
both in Australia and New Zealand.

And now it's goodbye from him

As I noted earlier, 85 editions and that is comprised of about 128,000 words;
just by way of comparison, say about three short novels, or one and a half PhD
theses, although rather more easily digested; a lot more pictures, and just a few
jokes

But sadly. no one has volunteered to take on the pleasure of being the editor
thus these are the final words. See you around.

Geoffrey



