
Geology Group Newsletter – April 2022 
 
My thanks this month goes to Dr Ralf Gertisser from Keele University whose talk was called “Eruptions and 
Hazards of Ocean Island Volcanoes”. The meeting was, for the first time, a ‘normal’ in hall meeting with Ralf 
speaking from the hall. It was a shame that the attendance was well down on our usual numbers although I 
know there were some absences, like myself, of members who were self-isolating. During his talk, Ralf 
updated us on the 2021 eruption in La Palma which was particularly interesting to those of us who went on 
the Group’s field trip there a few years ago. This talk was recorded and can be accessed via our ‘Talks’ web 
page. 
 
Our next and final speaker for this season is a return visit by Dr Marco Maffione  from Birmingham 
University, whose topic is “The Start of Plate Tectonics”.  Please remember that this meeting is in the 4th 
week of the month on Friday April 22nd.  The meeting will be held in the Cube. 
 
Next month I hope to be able to give you much more detail about the outdoor programme. In the 
meantime, please note that the first field trip is planned for Thursday 12th May to the Black Mountains to 
visit the features known as the Cat’s Back and the Darrens.  
 
Miscellaneous  
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 

• Recording of Ralf Gertisser’s lecture 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

April 22 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics (Note change of week) 

May 12 Field Trip: Cat’s Back and the Darrens 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com 

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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