Geology Group Newsletter — August 2018

We have had 2 field trips since the last newsletter, so some thanks are due. Phil Drake took a group out
onto some of the ancient terraces of the River Severn. This trip used much of the research begun by the
Maps subgroup and provided a fascinating insight into the course of the river back in geological time. As a
bonus, Phil arranged for the group to visit the Croome Panorama Tower which provided superb views over
the surrounding countryside. Many thanks Phil. The second trip was a tour of Ledbury to view the building
stones to be found in the town. The trip was led by Kay & Brian Hughes and adds to other very popular
building stones walks of the past. Thank you, Kay & Brian.

Calling notices for the 2 field trips planned for August are attached. Please remember as always that if you
want to get a place on either of them, then respond in accordance with the notice as soon as you can.
Numbers are limited.

| am pleased to say that Cheryl Stewart has agreed to monitor the monthly Down to Earth Extra magazine
for items that might be of local interest. The aim is to give you a heads up without you having to wade
through the whole magazine. | will accordingly include details in my monthly email when applicable. Cheryl
has also highlighted the Workers’ Educational Association (http://www.wea.org.uk) as a source of geology
related courses.

You will by now have received the new Groups Directory which includes details of the membership renewal
process. If you plan to continue your membership of the U3A next year (from 1% September), please
remember to renew in good time. If you are able to renew on line, it helps enormously to reduce the
administrative effort. This year you will have the option to receive the Malvern U3A quarterly newsletter by
email; clearly, if you agree to do so you will help reduce the expensive printing costs.

| have managed to go a month or two without mentioning GPDR! However, the renewal process this year
does need to take the new regulations into account. As you should be aware, authority to hold personal
data is required both by the Malvern U3A and by the group. As | told you before, since the regulations
came into force in May both the Malvern U3A and the group have assumed your continued agreement for
us to hold your personal data unless you told us otherwise. However, on renewal there is a requirement for
you to provide positive authority. At the Malvern U3A level this will be done as part of your subscription
renewal process. As far as the group is concerned we will be asking you to reply to an email authorising us
to hold your data in accordance with our privacy policy. We aim to do this at the beginning of September.
Unfortunately, we will have to delete from our database anyone who doesn’t wish to provide such
authority. If for any reason you do not intend to renew your membership of the group next year, please let
us know so that we won’t need to bother you.

Calendar
August 15 Field Trip; Malvern Spouts & Stones
September 5 Field Trip; Little Doward
September 19 Field Trip; Hampton Bishop
October 1-5 | Field Trip; the Jurassic Coast
October 10 What's Underneath a Volcano?
November 14 Borehole Technology & Concealed Coal Measures
December 12 Permafrost
January 9 Plate Tectonic Mechanics and Processes
February 13 Rocks from Space
March 13 Volcanic History of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote
March 20-27 | Field Trip; Fuerteventura




Outdoor Programme Details

Malvern Spouts and Stones - Rosemary and Colin Fretwell - Wed 15 Aug
A 3km town walk around Great Malvern, starting at Great Malvern Station and ending at Great Malvern

Priory. Inspired by the Earth Heritage Trust building stone project, we will examine the building stone used
in the construction of the town and their associated geology. In addition, we will see some of Malvern's
famous springs and their history discussed.

Little Doward - Jim Handley - Wed 5 Sept (Contact: jim.s.handley@gmail.com or 01600 715427)
Jim Handley, our previous group leader, has moved to Monmouth and taking over responsibility for the EHT's

Champion site at Little Doward, 2 miles up the road from Monmouth. Little Doward is one of a few places in
the area where the complete geological succession from the late Early Devonian to the Early Carboniferous,
a time span of roughly 55 million years, is accessible. With an impressive hill fort, carriage drives and walks
created by the local landowning MP in the 1840s and amazing trees, it has a lot to offer. It all fits into a 3
hour slot, moderate walking, we will get there by shared car.

Hampton Bishop - Moira Jenkins - Wed 19 Sept (Contact: jenkins.moira@googlemail.com or 01684 569815)
This is a walk in pleasant countryside around the large flat area formed where the River Lugg joins the Wye,

before the time when the River Teme was diverted by ice and when there was far more water in the
Lugg. Farmers have built huge flood defence barriers which we will follow as we walk round a meander of
the Wye. We see erosional features along the rivers and interglacial river terraces above flood plain
level. We see huge red mudstone and sandstone cliffs and a landslip area. The scenery reflects the underlying
rock structure which has upfolded the Woolhope Dome on one side and the major fault, the Neath Valley
Disturbance, on the other. This is a 5 mile walk with a stop for lunch at the Bunch of Carrots at the half way
point on the walk. (Anyone who does not wish to walk further could wait there to be picked up after the
walk). The walk has no steep slopes and only one stile. We will get there by shared car.

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com
Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com
Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com
Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com
Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com
Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com
Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com
Other Contacts
Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@hotmail.com
Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 | db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Hughes Maps Subgroup 01886 880130 | alanhughes505@btinternet.com
Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 | richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 | geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Elizabeth Staley Library 01684 574392 | js@cmail.co.uk
Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 | raittgeorgina@gmail.com
Phyl King Photographic Resources photoresources17@gmail.com

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/




