
Geology Group Newsletter – August 2022 
 
Thanks to Peter Bridges (again!) for organising July’s field trip which concentrated on the geology around 
the Martley area. We were very lucky to be hosted by John Nicklin from the Teme Valley Geological Society 
ably assisted by Prof Ian Fairchild. The weather was fine and we visited a number of interesting sites around 
the area including Martley Rock, where you walk through 5 geological time periods within less than 100 
metres, exposures of a dyke in Brockhill quarry which clearly 
controls the course of the Teme river locally and Southstone 
Rock which is a huge example of a tufa formation. It originates 
from a spring perched on the hillside and is one of the best 
examples of this type of tufa in the UK. The picture shows Ian 
Fairchild explaining the formation of tufa to part of the group 
at Southstone Rock. 
 
 
Miscellaneous  
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – 
check here to find out the latest list of free online activities.  
 
In case you have missed it the first time, the BBC is showing again the series by Prof Iain Stewart called the 
Rise of the Continents. You can pick it up on iPlayer. 
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

August 10 Field Trip: Charnwood Forest (Bus trip with Chris Damon) 

September 7 Field Trip: Some Malvern Quarries (Peter Bridges) 

September 28 Field Trip: Visit to the Lapworth Museum, Birmingham. (Leader: Jon 
Clatworthy, Director of the Lapworth Museum) 

October 28 Lecture: Plumes v Plates (Alan Gray) (note change of week) 

 
Charnwood Forest – led by Chris Darmon (10th August); the trip will include The Altar Stones at Markfield, 
Billa Barra Hill and  New Cliffe Hill Quarry. Mainly a series of short walks from various localities. Travel by 
20-seater bus; numbers will be restricted to 18; picnic lunch. 
 
Dingle, Westminster and Broomhill Quarries – led by Peter Bridges (7th September); starting from Dingle 
Car Park we will visit briefly Dingle Quarry and then head off to Westminster Quarry - easy walking along a 
path on the level. A stop at Sycamore quarry can be made if people so desire. After Westminster Quarry we 
head off downhill past the Sugarloaf Café and then downhill on West Malvern Rd to Broomhill Quarry. After 
Broomhill return at a gentle pace to the Dingle car park. 
 
Lapworth Museum – led by John Clatworthy, Director (28th September); A full tour of the Lapworth 
Museum, University of Birmingham – behind the scenes as well as the museum itself – costing £5.00 per 
head, including tea/coffee & biscuits. We will travel independently by train. Packed lunches or visits off 
campus are the order of the day. 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/
mailto:ptrbridgs@gmail.com
mailto:eveleigh.r@gmail.com


Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com 

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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