
Geology Group Newsletter – August 2023 
 
Thanks to Jan Szymanski for organising the visit to Oxford University Natural History Museum. We were 
given a ‘behind the scenes’ tour of the rocks and minerals collections by Duncan Murdock the Earth 
Collections manager. We also had a similar tour of the fossils collection by Duncan’s assistant Eliza Howlett 
the fossils collection manager. 
 
In the fossils collection we were able to view many examples of internationally recognised ‘Type Fossils’ 
held at Oxford defining many species including dinosaurs. In the rocks and minerals collection Duncan used 
rock specimens to illustrate how the Earth formed from the start of Plate Tectonics. We were able to 
handle a specimen of the oldest rock that has been identified so far at 3.5 billion years and a piece of a 
Martian meteorite 4.5 billion years old. He also invited us to identify a ‘mystery’ rock which fooled us all!  
It turned out not to be a rock at all but hardened layers of paint spray from a car assembly line (Fordite?). 
 
Our next trip is to the Leckhampton hill and quarries on 10th August. Jan Szymanski has issued a calling 
notice, so follow the instructions if you want to go. 
 
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
Forthcoming new u3a year 
As you will know, September sees the beginning of a new u3a year and the need for us to assess our 
membership of the Malvern u3a. You need to decide whether you wish to continue as a member of the u3a 
and if so whether to remain a member of the geology group. We hope that you will do so. 
 
The online membership renewal process will be open from 1st August, so if you are able to access the 
system, please use it to renew your membership. You will by now have received a copy of the Groups 
Directory which includes further details of how to do this. If you haven’t received a copy in the post, you 
should contact the Membership Secretary. 
 
Regarding the geology group, we will assume that you wish to continue being a member unless you contact 
us specifically to say not. We do not require a positive statement and by your silence we will assume that 
you continue to agree to us holding and using your personal data – see our Privacy Policy available from the 
group website. 
 
The Groups Fair, 10.00 – 12.00am on 4th September will this year be at The Dome, Imperial Road and not 
the theatre. You should go along to see what groups are on offer. There is no need to visit us there to re-
sign to the geology group although we are always pleased to see you for a chat! 
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter 

• Updated Calendar 
 
Calendar 

August 10 Field Trip; Leckhampton Quarries and the Devil’s Chimney 

August 30 Field Trip; Malverns Complex rocks and the Southern Unconformities 

September 20 Field Trip; TBA 

October 20 Lecture: Volcanic Eruption Warning using Satellite Geodesy 

November 17 Lecture: Cleveland Geology Site 

December 15 Lecture: Martley Rock 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
mailto:ptrbridgs@gmail.com
mailto:eveleigh.r@gmail.com


Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mgeffen2@gmail.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com 

Maggie Smith 01684 301386 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Vacant Geology Matters Editor 
 

gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Debbie Bellfield Library  geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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