Geology Group Newsletter — December 2017

We have decided to make some changes to the way we deal with the monthly newsletter by
separating the Group specific information from the interesting geological content. We also hope to
give you more notice of future events so that you can get them into your diaries earlier. The
Calendar and relevant contact details will continue to be included each month.

Firstly, | would like to record my thanks to Dr Richard Waller from Keele University for his excellent
talk on Glaciology in November. His very clearly presented talk shed, for many of us, more light on
the complexities of glacier action and its effects. I’'m delighted to say that he has agreed to come and
talk to us again on the subject of Permafrost.

You will see from the calendar below that we have a full list of interesting talks over the winter
months. The December talk is by David Bullard who many of us met this summer when he lead a
walk on the southern Malvern Hills. David is particularly known for his booklet called “Malvern Hills;
a Students Guide to the Geology of the Malverns” | believe that this is still the only detailed guide
solely about the geology of this area. It was written by David in 1989 for the Nature Conservancy
Council. The book is out of print although | managed to get a copy from a second hand dealer on the
net — it is well worth the effort.

Plans are already taking shape for next summer’s field trips. Amongst other options, we hope to
resurrect the postponed day trip to The Big Pit as well as arrange a short residential trip to the
Jurassic Coast. The latter trip is being organised by Peter Bridges and will be from 1° to 5" October.
The plan is to stay in Weymouth and to explore the geology of the Dorset and East Devon World
Heritage Site. We are looking now for expressions of interest from those of you who would like to go
on the trip. At this stage there is no firm commitment, but we need to determine whether the trip is
feasible or not. Attached to this email are more details — please read this and let Peter know if you
are interested as soon as possible, either by email or at the December monthly meeting.

Other things in the pipeline include a proposed course run by Paul Olver on Crystals & Minerals. The
course will begin in March next year and be similar to one he ran last year to include 5 classroom
sessions, one field trip plus one field trip feedback session. The cost will be about £20 — further
details plus dates are in the attached. If you are interested then give your names to Richard Newton,
either by email or at next month’s meeting.

You may not be aware, but we now have more storage space in the Cube. So, in addition to the
library we are now able to store the Group’s rock collection in the cupboard too. So please take the
opportunity of the coffee break at our meetings to have a look at what we’ve got. Of course, if you
would like to borrow a sample just ask Dick Harris and he will see to it for you. Whilst on the subject
of rocks, we are still needing volunteers to give a ‘Rock of the Month’ talk — have you got something
you could entertain us for 5 — 7 minutes?

We have recently received a number of welcome additions to our library, donated by Kay

Hughes. This has increased our coverage of the British Regional Geography series including London
and the Thames Valley, The Wealden District, Scottish Glen Shee and Falkirk Districts and Dolgarrog
in the Snowdonia area of Wales. These are part of a classic series from the British Geological Survey
(BGS) giving succinct and detailed information. They are designed to be read alongside the BGS Map
series but are also very good to dip into on their own. The newer editions have full colour
illustrations, while the older publications have a certain historical charm, with pictures of cloth-
capped workers with wheelbarrows! We also have copies of the newest additions to the Earth
Heritage Trust’s 5k Geology and Walking Trail guides — one for Bromsgrove and the Malvern ‘Spouts



and Stones’. All the recent additions to the library will be on display on the library table at the
December meeting and available to borrow as usual.

A final piece of news, | put myself forward to be a trustee of the Malvern U3A and was voted in at
the recent AGM. My view was that as the Group consists of around 10% of the membership of the
Malvern U3A it was right that we should be involved in and contribute to the trustee committee. |
hope | shan’t live to regret it!

Regards
Roger
Calendar
December 13 Monthly Talk: Malvern Hills Geology
January 10 | Monthly Talk: Effects of Meteorites, Asteroids and Comets
February 14 | Monthly Talk: Speleothems
March 14 | Monthly Talk: Turbidite Flows
April 11 | Monthly Talk: The Plate Tectonics of Welsh Geological History
May 9 Members meeting plus talk: The Devonian System
October 1-5 | Field Trip to Jurassic Coast

Steering Committee

James Berry

01684 60334

zosterabb6@hotmail.com

Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com

Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com

Richard Newton 01684 565626 richard@renewton.plus.com

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com

Other Contacts

Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@hotmail.com

Brian Dawkins Landscapes subgroup | 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk

Alan Hughes Maps subgroup 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics 01886 80699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
subgroup

Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com

Elizabeth Staley Library 01684 574392 js@cmail.co.uk

Phyl King Photographic photoresourcesl7 @gmail.com
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Group Website:

http://geology.malvernu3a.org.uk/




