
Geology Group Newsletter – December 2021 
 
My thanks this month is to Prof Tony Watts from Oxford University who talked to us on the topic “Cotswold 
Topography & Isostacy”. It was so good to have at last a speaker in the hall and our hybrid meeting worked 
pretty well. At least everyone heard the talk although there were problems with the zoomers 
communicating with the hall. The talk was fascinating if not quite complicated in places! Tony Watts has 
been researching this subject for many years and it showed. He introduced us to some concepts that I think 
most of us had not come across before and which had real links with our local area of interest. I hope to be 
able to post a recording of his talk once I have his permission. So, thank you to him. 
 
We now look forward in December to a revisit from Dr Nigel Woodcock from Cambridge University whose 
talk is entitled “Sedgwick’s ‘Great Dislocation’ revisited: the Dent Fault”. 
 
Group Funds 
I’m afraid to report that the group is almost broke! Our fund is primarily designed to fund the expenses of 
visiting lecturers but also allows us to purchase books for the library or make minor purchases. Towards the 
end of the last year proper (2019-20), we had a large and unexpected hit on our funds due to the 
(legitimate) expenses claim of one of our lecturers. Due to lockdown, we have not had the opportunity to 
rebuild our finances.  
 
As you know, our winter programme consists of monthly lecture, sometimes by our own members and 
sometimes by visiting lecturers, some of which come from afar. I think you will agree that the quality of 
external lecturers that Dick manages to sign up is superb and that the group wouldn’t be the same without 
us having the privilege of hosting them. Whilst lockdown has resulted in us having to utilise zoom for such 
lectures, I would suggest that it is nowhere near as good as having the lecturer here with us. My aim from 
now on, therefore, is to invite our lecturers to come here and talk rather than using zoom. From the 
lecturers’ perspective we have found that some prefer (or even insist) to speak in front of an audience, 
whilst some are happy to zoom. 
 
At our most recent lecture, we had 47 in hall and 17 on zoom. This a less than our previous average (in the 
high 70s) which probably isn’t unexpected, but of the £2 attendance money we collect at each meeting the 
Geology Group keeps only 50p with the rest going to Malvern u3a.  At this rate we will not collect nearly 
enough to be able to fulfil our planned, winter programme. We need to raise more money and 
consequently are proposing 2 changes to Geology Group subs. In future, they will be: 

• Paid by everyone attending a lecture, even if they are on zoom. We will implement a system to tot 
up any such charges and get payment. 

• Increased to £2 per meeting. This means that for the December meeting members who attend in 
the hall must pay £3.50 and for meetings from next January onwards the charge will be £4. Whilst 
it’s double our current rate, we believe it is still good value for money once a month. Those who 
attend on zoom will be asked to pay £2 for each monthly group meeting they attend starting this 
December. 

 
This change will come into effect from the next meeting on 17th December, but we will review the effect 
these changes have had on our finances at the end of the winter season in May 2022. 
 
Miscellaneous  
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities. They are also hosting a zoom talk on 15th December called “Hidden Wonders in the 
Landscape of Warwickshire” which you are free to attend – see poster attached to the email for details. 
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/


 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

December 17 Lecture: Sedgwick’s ‘Great Dislocation’ revisited: the Dent Fault 

January 21 Lecture: Iceland - Alternative to Mantle Plume Model 

February 18 Lecture: Permafrost 2 

March 18 Lecture: Eruptions and Hazards of Ocean Island Volcanoes 

April 22 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics (Note change of week) 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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