Geology Group Newsletter — February 2023

Many thanks to Prof lan Fairchild for a fascinating and comprehensive update on the project to gather
evidence to support the creation of a new Anthropocene epoch.

lan described the detailed work that has been undertaken since he last spoke to us some 6 years ago. The
working group, of which lan is a member, has been collecting evidence from sites around the world which
show the impact on the geological record of human activity. Several candidate sites that could be used to
define the Anthropocene ‘golden spike’ have been shortlisted. lan described these in some detail revealing
the painstaking research carried out. They are now in the process of voting for the one to submit for
international ratification.

lan warned that ratification is likely to be problematic as there are still views that the effect of humans on
the Earth’s system should be viewed as just the latest part of the Holocene.

Our speaker in February will be Beth Andrews, who is the project manager of the Birmingham Erratic
Boulders Project. We have previously had a taste of this work, from lan Fairchild, but Beth will now update
us on progress.

Miscellaneous

Group subs — I'm pleased to say that although we have still some unknown expense costs, we have decided
we have enough in the bank to reduce our group subs payments a little. With effect from the February
meeting, the total subs will be £3 (rather than £4). Hopefully we may be able to reduce it by another £1 in
due course.

Microscopes — Tim Lawrence has contacted me to say that a number of you were wondering how you can
get microscopes serviced. He has subsequently discovered that the following firm may be able to help.
Harding Scientific Instruments, 163 West Malvern Road, West Malvern. WR14 4AY
Tel 01684 575974, Email info@hardingsi.co.uk Web www.hardingsi.co.uk

West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society — check here to find out the latest list of free
online activities.

What’s New on the Website this Month
e Latest versions of the Newsletter
e Updated Calendar

Calendar
February 17 Lecture: Birmingham's Erratic Boulders
March 17 Lecture: by Chris Darmon (Title yet to be decided)
April 21 Lecture: Fissures along faults: formation, filling and importance

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com
Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com

Maggie Smith 01684 301386 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com
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Other Contacts

Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 07732571973 cnw48@outlook.com
Landscapes Subgroup

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com

Vacant Geology Matters Editor gm@malvernu3a.org.uk

Debbie Bellfield

Library

geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/
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