Geology Group Newsletter — January 2019

As usual, | want to thank our last guest speaker. Dr Richard Waller talked about Permafrost; what it is, how
itis formed and the engineering challenges and solutions associated with working in that environment. In
January we look forward to welcoming Dr Marco Maffione from Birmingham University who will be talking
to us about Palaeomagnetism. Note that this is a change from the original topic but sounds equally
interesting.

Looking forward to our summer programme, Peter Bridges wants to find out if there is sufficient interest in
a visit to the Dudley Museum and Wren’s Nest on 17% April 2019. The group last arranged a trip there in
2013; it is a fascinating location made even more special by its particular association to Murchison of
Silurian fame! Please read the attached letter from Peter and respond as requested.

Are you interested in Workshop type activities?

In 2016, we carried out a survey of members to identify, amongst other things, where we might improve on
our programme. Having recently reviewed those results, we believe that we have implemented all of the
key recommendations except one. There was a high proportion of members who felt that we should
provide more hands-on, workshop type activities. We have had some sessions of this nature in the past
such as fossils and minerals courses as well as the recent, popular 3-day workshop on the geology of the
Malvern Hills. Of course, we may, from time to time, include such activities in our main programme,
however, we would like to gauge whether there is sufficient interest in setting up a subgroup designed to
do more hands-on work. | am very happy to put any like-minded members in touch with a view to seeing if
there is a need for something like this. Please contact me if you are interested.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity as we move in to 2019 to thank Geoff Carver for his work on
Geology Matters. As you will read in this month’s edition, it is the 42" that he has published. | think you will
all realise just how much work he puts into gathering interesting geological facts from around the universe!
Thanks Geoff. So, all that remains is to wish you all a very happy and fruitful 2019.

What’s New on the website this Month
e Updated library catalogue
e Boreholes lecture - write up (Kay Hughes)
e River Terraces trip - write up (Hilary Edgeley)
e Permafrost lecture - write up (Dick Harris)
e Malvern Hills Group - End of Year Report (Alan Hughes)

Calendar
January 9 Palaeomagnetism (changed title)
February 13 Rocks from Space
March 13 What’s Underneath a Volcano?
March 20-27 | Field Trip; Fuerteventura
April 10 Geology, Origin and Celebrity of Shap Granite

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com

Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com
Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com
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Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com |

Other Contacts
Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com
Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 | db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Hughes Malvern Complex WG 01886 880130 | alanhughes505@btinternet.com
Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 | richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 | geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 | geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk
Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 | raittgeorgina@gmail.com
Phyl King Photographic Resources photoresources17@gmail.com

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/
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