Geology Group Newsletter — January 2023

We were very honoured that Professor Sir Stephen Sparks agreed to come and talk to us last time on the
subject of Volcanos for which he is world renowned. Whilst some of his content was repetition for the ‘old
hands’ it was also a very useful introduction to the subject for our newer members. However, | think that
the part on eruption prediction was of wide interest particularly as he has been personally instrumental in
this work. He seemed genuinely pleased to have visited us and has already agreed to return in the future to
talk to us again. Thanks to him for giving up his time.

Our next speaker is our old friend Prof lan Fairchild who will be talking to us for the second time on the
subject of the Anthropocene — his first talk which introduced the concept was in February 2017. It will be
interesting to hear the latest on this issue. Do come along on 20*" January.

By then, of course, 2023 will be well underway. What might we wish for in this new year, perhaps health,
friendship and some peaceful normality?! Whatever you choose | hope you get it.

Miscellaneous

Following Dick Bryant’s talk on the Holocene, Mary Geffen checked out a number of books on the subject,
here’s her selection —thank you Mary.

e Nicholas Crane “The Making of the British landscape”

e Keith Ray “The Archaeology of Herefordshire

e Neil Roberts “The Holocene; an Environmental History “

e Mark Bowden “ The Malvern Hills, an Ancient Landscape”
Dick also said that the Wikipedia entry on the subject was up to date and comprehensive.

You may be interested in this article on Stromboli passed on by Christopher Wright via Geoff Carver.

West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society — check here to find out the latest list of free
online activities.

What’s New on the Website this Month
e Latest versions of the Newsletter
e Updated Calendar
e latest (and last) recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series

Calendar
January 20 Lecture: Our Lifetimes: the Anthropocene Defined
February 17 Lecture: Birmingham's Erratic Boulders
March 17 Lecture: by Chris Darmon (Title yet to be decided)
April 21 Lecture: Fissures along faults: formation, filling and importance
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Other Contacts

Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 07732571973 cnw48@outlook.com
Landscapes Subgroup

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com

Vacant Geology Matters Editor gm@malvernu3a.org.uk

Debbie Bellfield

Library

geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/
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