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The field trip in June was to the Forest of Dean, where we were hosted by 
our old friend Jim Handley, who now lives in that part of the country. The 
location was in the Soudley valley and based on the Soudley Valley, Rural 
Geology and Landscape Trail Guide. As always Jim was able to expand 
hugely on the content of the guide both in terms of the geology but also 
the industrial history of the region. The start of the trail is the area used by 
Alan Hughes for his workshops on geological mapping and he explained the 
basics and forced us to think about dip and strike! We began the trip at the 
New Fancy Viewpoint, the location of one of the deep mines, which has a 
large representation of the whole Forest of Dean mining area as well as a 
memorial to the miners who lost their lives working in the mines. Amazingly, 
there were around 100 different mine locations, both coal and iron ore in 
the Forest of Dean. Thanks goes to Jim for making the trip so interesting as 
well as to Alan and of course to Peter Bridges for making all the 
arrangements. 
 
We have a number of field trips planned for July, so look out for the calling notices emailed by Peter 
Bridges. If you haven’t been on a field trip before, why not consider coming along? 
 
Peter is also well ahead in planning a proposed trip to Cyprus next Spring. He is currently, wanting to know 
who might be interested in going on such a trip. You should, by now, have received an email from him on 
this subject, so please let him know if you are interested – no firm commitment at this stage 
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Fuerteventura Day 3 - write up 

• Updated calendar 
 
Calendar 

July 3 Field Trip; Huntley Quarry 

17 Field Trip; Woolhope Dome 

31 Field Trip; details to follow 

August 14 Field Trip; Martley area 

September 4 Field Trip; Mathon & Cockshot Hill 

22-27 Field Trip; Isle of Arran 

October 9 Lecture Series No 1                                   (Click here for details of the lectures) 

21 Lecture Series No 2 (Note: this is a Monday) 

23 Field Trip; details to follow 

November 13 Lecture Series No 3 

25 Lecture Series No 4 (Note: this is a Monday) 

December 11 Lecture Series No 5 

January 8 Lecture Series No 6 

22 Lecture Series No7 

 
Outdoor Programme Details (Contact Peter Bridges for further details; Tel: 01684 540791) 
 
Field trip to Huntley Quarry and its Environs – 3rd July (Led by John Moseley) 
This walk will be approximately 8 kms long and is described as moderate with some steep hills and stiles. 
Refreshments and toilets are available at the Country Garden Centre, Huntley. A variety of rock types will 
be examined ranging from early Silurian volcanoclastics to sharply-folded siltstones and coarse-grained 

 

 

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/fuerteventura-trip/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/data-files/talks/2019/RE%20lecture%20summary.pdf
mailto:ptrbrdgs@gmail.com


sandstones which have been extensively fracture and sheared. Wenlock shales and limestones return us to 
a more familiar Silurian sequence. 
 
Field trip to the Woolhope Dome – 17th July (Led by Rowland Eustace) 
A group not exceeding 20 will walk on the NE quadrant of the Woolhope Dome visiting various aspects of 
the geology including the “Wonder” landslip. Refreshments and toilets are available at the Butchers Arms 
and the Crown Inn Woolhope. The itineraries will allow an appreciation of the structures and lithologies 
characteristic on the Woolhope Dome. 
 
Field trip (yet to be specified) – 31st July 
 
Field Trip to the Martley Area – 14th August (Led by John Nicklin) 
We will be welcomed at Martley Village Hall for pop up display, a brief talk, cuppa, then off, possibly by car 
to save time though not far to see Martley Rock, Penny Hill and The Nubbins. Weather permitting lunch will 
be in a quarry garden. 
 
Field Trip to Mathon & Cockshot Hill – 4th September (Led by Dick Harris) 
A circular walk of about 2 ½ miles, starting from Mathon Church, to explore the varying underlying rock 
types, evidence of ancient fault lines, evidence for the pre-ice age ‘Mathon River’ the fossiliferous quarry at 
Cockshot Hill and finally the eclectic building stone mix of Mathon Church. 
 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com 

Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com  

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 raittgeorgina@gmail.com 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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