
Geology Group Newsletter – July 2023 
 
June provided us with the treat of 2 field trips. The first was organised and led by Peter Bridges and 
explored the late Ordovician igneous intrusions into the Southern Malverns to the East of Eastnor around 
Ragged Stone and Chase End hills. These intrusions occurred because of the crustal extension as Avalonia 
moved North.  The walk started from Hollybush carpark and did a 3 mile circular walk taking in various 
aspects and exposures of the intrusions and the effects on the local country rocks. Luckily, the weather 
pattern leading up to the walk resulted in many of the buried dykes and sills becoming ‘visible’. This was 
because the earlier wet spell had greened up the grass and in the subsequent dry spell the grass on the thin 
topsoil over the intrusions had gone brown. Lunch was enjoyed at the Farmers Arms, Birtsmorton. Thanks 
to Dick Harris for these notes and as ever to Peter for the planning and organisation. 
 
The second trip in June, last Wednesday, was a visit the Hopewell Colliery in the Forest of Dean followed by 
a walk along the Soudley Valley Transect. Although arranged as ever by Peter, he was relieved of the 
leadership duties on the day which must have been some relief! I have not managed to ger any feedback on 
this visit yet but hear that it went well. 
 
Our next trip on 19th July is to the Oxford Natural History Museum, so watch out for Peter’s calling notice 
coming soon. 
 
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter 

• Updated Calendar 
 
Calendar 

July 19 Field Trip; Oxford Natural History Museum 

August 10 Field Trip; Leckhampton Quarries and the Devil’s Chimney 

August 30 Field Trip; Malverns Complex rocks and the Southern Unconformities 

September 20 Field Trip; TBA 

October 20 Lecture: Volcanic Eruption Warning using Satellite Geodesy 

November 17 Lecture: Cleveland Geology Site 

December 15 Lecture: Martley Rock 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com 

Maggie Smith 01684 301386 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Vacant Geology Matters Editor 
 

gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Debbie Bellfield Library  geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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