
Geology Group Newsletter – June 2019 
 
During May, we continued our outdoor programme with 2 field trips. Firstly, a bus trip to the Big Pit near 
Abergavenny followed by a walk on the southern Malvern Hills around Chase End Hill and the hamlet of 
White-leaved Oak. Thanks goes to Peter Bridges for his arrangements and leadership 
of both these trips. 
 
The Big Pit is a deep coal mine which has been developed as part of the National 
Coal Museum. There are plenty of exhibits there, but the highlight of the day was an 
underground trip where we experienced a little of the environment and conditions 
that the miners worked under. See the write up on the website for more details.  
 
The weather for the walk on the hills was just right, sunny with a perfect 
temperature for walking. Peter Bridges showed us several interesting 
exposures including the complicated Chase End quarry, which had us rock 
gazing for quite some time (see picture)! After a strenuous morning’s walking, 
we finished with a very good lunch at the Duke of York Inn. This walk is based 
on a Gloucester Geological Trust trail guide. 
 
 
May I bring your attention to a new book in the library. It is called the Geology of the Canary Islands and 
has been purchased from surplus funds from the recent trip to Fuerteventura. It is a magnificent book. If 
you wish to borrow this or any other book during the summer, then get in touch with either of the 2 library 
contacts in the list below. 
 
Many thanks to those of you who responded to my recent email question regarding the location and dates 
of 2 of the lectures in the Richard Edwards’ series next Autumn. Overwhelmingly, you stated either that you 
didn’t mind when or where they should be held or you preferred staying at the Cube. As it happens, the 
numbers who want to attend mean that the Manor Park option would be too small. So, we will hold them 
all at the Cube and accept the changed day for 2 of them. I’m sorry for the small number of you who for 
whom this is not ideal and hope that you will be able to work around the change. The full list of dates is 
shown in the Calendar below and also on the website. 
 
Geoff Carver has alerted me to an on-line publication that you may find worth accessing. It is called the 
Atlas of Structural Geology 2015 and is freely available to download. It consists of a comprehensive series 
of pictures of just about every structural feature you can think of. It is accessed and downloaded from here. 
If this proves difficult, I can send it to you via Dropbox. 
 
Attached to the email you will find the programme for Geofest 2019, run by the local Geopark organisation, 
which kicked off last Saturday. The programme contains details of guided walks, children’s activities, tours, 
exhibitions, workshops and much more across parts of Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and 
Gloucestershire. The programme includes activities for all the family and at all levels of knowledge and runs 
until 1st September 2019. 
 
Finally, Prof Ian Fairchild of the EHT is repeating his 1 day training in the use of EHT resources on 18th of 
June. The MHG Project has taken some of the places, but there is space for 4 or 5 more from the rest of the 
group. If you are interested in going please contact Alan Hughes. 
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Big Pit - write up 

• Chase End Hill – write up 

• Updated calendar 
 

 

 

http://www.glosgeotrust.org.uk/trail_guides_chaseend.shtml
https://www.academia.edu/17000208/Atlas_of_Structural_Geology_2015?auto=download&fbclid=IwAR10OOXR9EUc6s4q0Go7KbCjmER6hZWzfsDuDbWQJFdO1PEszo40paJ3G4Y
mailto:amhmerlyn@gmail.com
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/field%20trips-2019/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/field%20trips-2019/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/


Calendar 

June 19 Field trip; Forest of Dean & quarry visit 

July 3 Field Trip; Huntley Quarry 

17 Field Trip; Woolhope Dome 

31 Field Trip; details to follow 

August 14 Field Trip; details to follow 

September 5 Field Trip; details to follow 

22-27 Field Trip; Isle of Arran 

October 9 Lecture Series No 1                                   (Click here for details of the lectures) 

21 Lecture Series No 2 (Note: this is a Monday) 

November 13 Lecture Series No 3 

25 Lecture Series No 4 (Note: this is a Monday) 

December 11 Lecture Series No 5 

January 8 Lecture Series No 6 

22 Lecture Series No7 

 
Outdoor Programme Details (Contact Peter Bridges for further details; Tel: 01684 540791) 
 
Field trip to Forest of Dean – 19th June 
The field trip will be based on a Gloucestershire Trust pamphlet on the Soudley Valley. It is approximately 5 
kms long and will take up to 3 hours to complete. The terrain is mostly easy to moderate. Refreshments 
and toilets are available at the Dean Heritage Centre near Cinderford. The trip will start with a series of 
exposures of Devonian sandstones and conglomerates which pass upwards into the Carboniferous 
Limestone Series and the Pennant Sandstone. During this we will be able to visit the site of the previous 
weeks mapping course for an explanation of the work completed. After lunch it is hoped to visit the 
workings and the works of the Forest of Dean Sandstone Company which excavates the Carboniferous 
Pennant Sandstone. 
 
Field trip to Huntley Quarry and its Environs – 3rd July 
This walk will be approximately 8 kms long and is described as moderate with some steep hills and stiles. 
Refreshments and toilets are available at the Country Garden Centre, Huntley. A variety of rock types will 
be examined ranging from early Silurian volcanoclastics to sharply-folded siltstones and coarse-grained 
sandstones which have been extensively fracture and sheared. Wenlock shales and limestones return us to 
a more familiar Silurian sequence. 
 
Field trip to the Woolhope Dome – 17th July 
The EHT pamphlet for the Woolhope Dome outlines a 16 km trail completed in sections by car.  The details 
of this walk have yet to be defined and may result in two parties: one doing the full walk, the other doing a 
shorter route. Refreshments and toilets are available at the butchers Arms and the Crown Inn Woolhope. 
The itineraries will allow an appreciation of the structures and lithologies characteristic on the Woolhope 
Dome. 
 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com 

Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com  

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/data-files/talks/2019/RE%20lecture%20summary.pdf
mailto:ptrbrdgs@gmail.com
mailto:geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
mailto:hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com
mailto:eveleigh.r@gmail.com
mailto:mary@geffen.plus.com
mailto:gardeners1@btinternet.com
mailto:richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
mailto:rmrhunt@sky.com
mailto:maggietoshsmith@gmail.com


 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 raittgeorgina@gmail.com 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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