Geology Group Newsletter — June 2022

Well, we’ve now had our first field trip of this summer and a brilliant start it was too. The trip covered 2
features called the Cat’s Back and the Darrens in the Black Mountains. Many thanks to Dick Bryant and
Mike Brookes who led the trip and of course to Peter Bridges who made all the arrangements. This is a
beautiful but fairly remote area — the picture below is of the Darrens with Offa’s Dyke running along the top
of the hills. The lunch break was taken after a pretty brutal climb from the bottom which, for me at least,
required several days of leg recuperation!

The Darrens is a perfect place to see the full range of landslip topography.

The Cat’s Back is a stunning location — a razor
sharp ridge as the name implies and another

steep climb to the top! One of the interesting
features here are these amazing examples of
soft sediment deformation.

More information on these locations can be
found on the EHT website.

Copyright - EHT

Outline descriptions of the remaining field trips can be found below. Please put the dates in your diaries,
look out for the calling notices and respond promptly because there is usually a maximum limit on
numbers.

Miscellaneous

West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society — check here to find out the latest list of free
online activities.

What’s New on the Website this Month
e latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters
e Updated Calendar
e Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series



https://earthheritagetrust.org/cats-back/
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/

Calendar

July onwards | Fortnightly | Lecture series: Historical Geology (2™ & 4" Wednesdays)

June 8 Field Trip: A Walk in the Malverns (Peter Bridges)

June 29 Field Trip: Ross on Wye

July 20 Field Trip: The area around Martley (John Nicklin)

August 10 Field Trip: Charnwood Forest (Bus trip with Chris Damon)
September 7 Field Trip: Circular walk around Alfrick and Suckley (Peter Bridges)
September 28 Field Trip: Visit to Lapworth Museum

October 28 Lecture: Plumes v Plates (Alan Gray) (note change of week)

A Walk in The Malverns — led by Peter Bridges (8" June); Length of walk approx. 2 miles. Start at North Hill
carpark; walk up to vy Scar Rock (first 100m steep) and on to Green Valley (level). Return to lvy Scar
(steepish for 300 m); Lady de Walden’s walk round to Rocky Valley (level); down Rocky Valley to North Hill
carpark (some steep downhill sections).

Ross on Wye - led by Moira Jenkins (29" June); Devonian sedimentation around Ross-on-Wye. Various
sites showing sedimentary features typical of flash floods in a desert environment, when this area
resembled Death Valley in the USA. Length of walk 2 — 2.5 miles, no significant steep sections.

Martley Area — led by John Nicklin (20*" July); The geology at Martley Rock is exceptionally varied,
spanning over 700 million years it includes some of the oldest rocks in England. The main feature at the site
is an exposure of the most northerly outcrop of the Malverns Complex, some 15 kilometres north of the
main Malvern Hills ridgeline. The Nubbins escarpment is composed of the Triassic Bromsgrove Sandstone
Formation showing a number of river features. Travel will be by shared car with picnic lunch. Length of walk
~4 miles (estimate); no significant steep sections

Charnwood Forest — led by Chris Darmon (10t August); the trip will include The Altar Stones at Markfield,
Billa Barra Hill and New Cliffe Hill Quarry. Mainly a series of short walks from various localities. Travel by
20-seater bus; numbers will be restricted to 18; picnic lunch.

Alfrick & Suckley — led by Peter Bridges (7" September); A circular 5 % mile walk around Alfrick and
Suckley; this is based on a circular walk published by the H&W EHT of the Geopark Way which is almost all
on public footpaths. The walk covers a large part of the Silurian section, the Haffield Breccia and typical
Triassic sediments. Travel will be by shared car with picnic lunch. The walk covers rolling countryside with
no long steep sections.

Lapworth Museum - led by John Clatworthy, Director (28" September); A full tour of the Lapworth
Museum, University of Birmingham — behind the scenes as well as the museum itself — costing £5.00 per
head, including tea/coffee & biscuits. We will travel independently by train. Packed lunches or visits off
campus are the order of the day.

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com
Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com
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Other Contacts

Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 07732571973 cnw48@outlook.com

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com
Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com

Geoff Carver

Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749

gm@malvernu3a.org.uk

Alison Simms

Library

01684 565844

geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk

Phyl King

Photographic Resources

photoresources17@gmail.com

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/
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