Geology Group Newsletter — March 2021

My thanks this month goes to Professor Edward Rhodes of Sheffield University for his talk on luminescence.
I now know what this subject is about and how fascinating it was too! Once again, we were very lucky to
have a talk by someone right on the cutting edge of the technology, one which clearly has many potential
applications. We now look forward, in March, to our very own Alan Gray who will be talking to us about
Tsunamis.

We continue on the other Wednesdays with the ‘Origin’ series. We have now watched 28 of the 48 in the
series! Details of the series and copies of the lectures shown to date are published on the Talks page of our
website.

Miscellaneous

Many of you will have known Elizabeth Staley, an enthusiastic member of the group and early founder of
our library, who sadly is no longer with us. It appears that for 20 years she and her husband John owned a
small wood in the area (Littley Coppice) which they carefully and lovingly managed. The result is an ancient
wood full of trees, plants and animals. Since Elizabeth’s death in 2019, John donated the wood to
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust to continue their work. Those who knew John and Elizabeth will know that this
is so typical of them. The following links (here & here) are to an article written about the wood and their
work.

West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society — check here for the latest list of free online
activities.

You may be interested in a talk by Prof lan Fairchild on the subject of Ice Age Ponds in Herefordshire. He
has talked to us on the topic before, but if you haven’t heard it, or even if you have, it is still worth a look.

The U3A Science Network will be holding 3 virtual meetings in 2021. The first of these in April includes a
talk called ‘Darwin the Geologist’. Click here for details and to book in.

Some more geology student howlers:
e Gas holes in lava are called vestibules
e As we can all see, as long as the Earth moves a rock will always be formed.
e Dartmoor is a huge platonic intrusion

What’s New on the Website this Month
e Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters
e Updated Calendar
e Recording of Professor Ed Rhodes’ talk, latest from the lecture series

Calendar
September on | Weekly | Lecture series: The Origin & Evolution of Earth
March 10 Lecture: Tsunamis
April 14 Lecture: The 5MY That Saw the Birth of Modern Britain
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