
Geology Group Newsletter – May 2022 
 
My thanks this month goes to our very own Alan Gray who stepped into the breach after our original 
speaker cried off at short notice due to a diary clash. As I said at the time, we were and are extremely 
grateful to Alan for doing this. His talk was titled, after Donald Rumsfeld, – “Plate Tectonics; what we know 
we know, what we know we don’t know and what we don’t know we don’t know”! He covered a broad 
range of issues and providing an excellent analysis of where the debate on plate tectonics stands at the 
moment. The talk aimed to provide a basis for his next talk in October on the Plates v Plumes controversy. 
Thank you Alan. 
 
Alan’s talk has brought us to the end of this year’s indoor lecture programme, which despite the problems 
of Covid has covered a wide range of topics from a mix of speakers, some we have heard before and some 
that were new to us. I would like to thank Dick Harris for his efforts in arranging the programme.  
 
The outdoor programme is listed below and begins on 12th May with a trip to the Cat’s Back and the 
Darrens in the Black Mountains led by Dick Bryant and Mike Brookes. The calling notice has recently been 
issued by Peter Bridges. Please put the other dates in your diaries, look out for the calling notices and 
respond promptly because there is usually a maximum limit on numbers. 
 
Looking forward a long way, I would ask you to note in your diaries that the first talk by Alan Gray of the 
new indoor season will be on Friday 28th October. This is the 4th Friday rather than the usual 3rd Friday. 
 
Miscellaneous  
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
Here are links to the Hereford and Malvern Walking Festivals both of which include geology related walks. 
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

May 12 Field Trip: Cat’s Back and the Darrens (Dick Bryant & Mike Brookes) 

June 8 Field Trip: A Walk in the Malverns (Peter Bridges) 

June 29 Field Trip: TBA 

July 20 Field Trip: The area around Martley (John Nicklin) 

August 10 Field Trip: Charnwood Forest (Bus trip with Chris Damon) 

September 7 Field Trip: Circular walk around Alfrick and Suckley (Peter Bridges) 

September 28 Field Trip: TBA 

October 28 Lecture: Plumes v Plates (Alan Gray) (note change of week) 

One of the above TBAs will be a train trip to the Lapworth Museum in Birmingham 
 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com 

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://online.flipbuilder.com/itet/xptb/mobile/index.html
https://www.malvernwalking.uk/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
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https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/
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Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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