
Geology Group Newsletter – November 2022 
 
Well, our indoor winter programme is up and running and it was very good to see so many of you at the 
first meeting. This applies particularly to the number of new members who were there – a big welcome to 
you all. The first of the talks was by our own Alan Gray who presented the 2 sides in the great Plumes v 
Plates controversy. It is amazing that 2 groups of very eminent geologists should have taken such opposed 
views on this subject. Whilst stressing that there are still many factors (on both sides) which need further 
research, I think that Alan was inclined to the Plates side of the argument! Thank you, Alan, for describing 
these important and complicated hypotheses. 
 
The next talk is back to our normal 3rd Friday when Prof Richard Bryant from the EHT will give a talk entitled 
‘After the Ice: the Holocene in the Malverns Area’.  
 
It is with regret that we have decided to cancel the planned new members session on 8th November. We 
just didn’t have enough booked in to make it worthwhile. However, Margaret Rodway has agreed to bring 
some of her collection of rocks, minerals and fossils along to the next meeting for the benefit of those 
beginning their geological journey (and anyone else)! 
 
For new members – our subgroups are open to anyone in the group, so if you are interested in joining any 
of them, just contact the person named below. 
 
Miscellaneous  
 
We have decided to discontinue the Photo Resources concept which although a good idea has never really 
taken off. Many thanks to Phyl King for her efforts to build up this database of pictures. 
 
Please note that Margaret Rodway is no longer a committee member of the EHT and so will not be bringing 
EHT items for sale to our meetings. You can of course still obtain them directly from EHT. 
 
As Dick Harris explained at the last meeting, the Plate Tectonics subgroup is currently in abeyance having 
reached a natural end point with its current, long-standing membership. If anyone is interested in getting 
involved in a ‘new’ Pate Tectonics subgroup please get in touch with Dick. 
 
Just to remind you that the charge to attend our monthly meetings is £4 which consists of £2 paid to the 
Malvern u3a to cover the cost of hiring the hall and £2 for the group fund. The group fund is used to pay 
expenses to our visiting speakers as well as allowing us to occasionally purchase items for the library. 
 
One of the most important parts of our monthly meetings is the coffee break! Liz Daniel has been running 
this for many, many years for which we are all most grateful. However, she needs helpers otherwise it 
won’t happen. Please consider helping her. If you could, please let her know at one of our meetings – 
remember you don’t have volunteer for every month! 
 
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

November 18 Lecture: After the Ice: the Holocene in the Malverns Area 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/


December 16 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics 

January 20 Lecture: Our Lifetimes: the Anthropocene Defined 

February 17 Lecture: Birmingham's Erratic Boulders 

March 17 Lecture: by Chris Darmon (Title yet to be decided) 

April 21 Lecture: Fissures along faults: formation, filling and importance 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Vacant Geology Matters Editor 
 

gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Debbie Bellfield Library  geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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