Geology Group Newsletter — October 2018

First the thankyous. There were 2 field trips in September; the first was to the Little Doward hosted by the
local Champion, non-other than our very own Jim Handley! The trip also included the nearby Great Doward
and a walk in part of the Wye river gorge. As always Jim’s leadership was excellent and his knowledge of
the area astounding. Thank you, Jim. The second trip was to the Hampton Bishop area and lead by Moira
Jenkins. The aim of the trip was to study the valley of the River Lugg which is much larger than the current
river could produce. This ‘misfit’ river was very much larger prior to the Anglian ice-age. Further
information on the effects of the ice-age on the landscape of Herefordshire can be found in Moira’s chapter
in the book - Herefordshire Rocks and Scenery. Thank you, Moira.

Thanks also go to Hilary Edgeley who began the New Members’ sessions last week. Although we reduced
the number of indoor sessions due to insufficient uptake, I’'m delighted to say that 20 people attended. The
3 outdoor sessions will go ahead as previously announced. It is not too late to book onto one or all of these.
See the September newsletter for details.

We now look forward to our indoor programme of lectures. The first thing to note is a change to the first
lecture on 10™ October due to the original lecturer having to postpone her talk. We are very much indebted
to Sue Hay who has agreed to bring forward her talk on the Volcanic History of Fuerteventura and
Lanzarote. This talk will be of particular interest to those going on the Fuerteventura field trip next March
and will also link very nicely with the talk next Spring called What’s Underneath a Volcano. We look forward
to seeing you there and particularly to welcoming our new members along.

The effects of the fire at the Cube are going to be felt for quite some time. Although some work has been
done, the repairs to the kitchen area are going to take much longer. The Cube management are taking this
opportunity to change and update the whole of that part of the building. It will be a very much better
facility once it is complete. In the meantime, it will have an impact on our provision of refreshments at our
meetings! Whilst our coffee team will continue to provide refreshments, they will be working in
conjunction with the Cube café who have kindly agreed to help. The main effect on you is that we will have
to resort to using disposable cups! However, if you do not wish to use these then you are quite at liberty to
bring your own mug.

Regrettably one of those signed up for the trip to Fuerteventura in March next year has had to withdraw
(see dates in Calendar below). If anyone is interested in taking up the place (single room), please contact
me and | will provide more details of costs etc.

The Plate Tectonics subgroup intends to begin looking at the Great Courses series of lectures entitled “The
Origin and Evolution of Earth; From the Big Bang to the Future of Human Existence” -
https://www.thegreatcourses.co.uk/courses/the-origin-and-evolution-of-earth-from-the-big-bang-to-the-
future-of-human-existence.html. For those of you who attended our May meeting, you may remember that
| showed one of the first lectures in the series. It is proposed that these will be shown at fortnightly
intervals on the 1°t and 3™ Thursday of each month from 14.00 — 16.00 pm. If you would be interested in
attending this series, even if you haven’t been a member of the sub group before, then please contact Dick
Harris.

Another change to our subgroup structure sees the creation of a new group, led by Alan Hughes. The aim of
this group is to consolidate and extend the lessons learnt from the Dave Bullard 3-day ‘Geology of the
Malvern Hills’ course we ran in the summer before they all fade away. Attached is an outline of this new
subgroup’s objectives and initial plans. Alan will be circulating further details in due course. As a result, the
Maps subgroup will close.

Here is some advanced notice of a talk that is coming up on 13 November which might interest some of
you. It’s at the local Institute of Physics branch and called Glacial Earth: from Ice Caps to the Snowball by



Prof. Brian Williams. It’s at the Huntingdon Hall, Worcester at 7:30 — 9:00 pm. Non-members are very

welcome.

Finally, we have a group going off to the Jurassic Coast next week. Hopefully they will return with their bags

full of fossils and tell us all about it sometime!

Calendar
October 1-5 Field Trip; the Jurassic Coast
October 10 Volcanic History of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote
November 14 Borehole Technology & Concealed Coal Measures
December 12 Permafrost
January 9 Plate Tectonic Mechanics and Processes
February 13 Rocks from Space
March 13 What’s Underneath a Volcano?
March 20-27 | Field Trip; Fuerteventura
April 10 Geology, Origin and Celebrity of Shap Granite

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com
Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com
Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com
Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com
Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com
Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com
Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com
Other Contacts
Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com
Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 | db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Hughes Maps Subgroup 01886 880130 | alanhughes505@btinternet.com
Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 | richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 | geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Elizabeth Staley Library 01684 574392 | js@cmail.co.uk
Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 | raittgeorgina@gmail.com
Phyl King Photographic Resources photoresources17@gmail.com

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/




