Geology Group Newsletter — October 2019

Firstly, my thanks go to Dick Harris for leading the field trip to the Mathon area earlier this month. Dick tells
me this is about the third time he has led this walk over the years and every time he discovers something
new! Of course, this trip like all the others this year was arranged by Peter Bridges, who leads our outside
activities team, and all out thanks must go to him for organising the whole summer programme. As | write
this, he and the others in the party visiting Arran will be well into their trip. | just hope that the weather is
kind to them!

As we start a new U3A year, it is perhaps appropriate to look back on the last year. Our active membership
has remained fairly level over recent years at about 150. However, as we go into the new year, we have 170
members on the books assuming that all those newly signed up decide to stay. In our winter programme,
we had 7 monthly lectures with an amazing average attendance of 84! In the summer months, we’ve had 9
single day field trips, which have been well supported, mostly around the maximum possible, plus 2 longer
trips, one to the Jurassic Coast and one to Fuerteventura. In addition to the main group activities, we
started the year with the special sessions designed for new members and our subgroups; fossils, plate
tectonics and landscapes have all continued to be active. Special mention must be made of the Malvern
Hills Geology (MHG) project which has excited so many with its plans and made such a positive start. May |
thank everyone who has been involved in the planning and organising of all our activities as well as all of
you who have come along and made it all worthwhile.

We look forward now to the start of our indoor programme and the fortnightly lectures series to be given
by Richard Edwards which will take us into the new year. The dates for this series and the other lectures
this winter are in the Calendar below and also on the website. Please note another small change, the
lecture on 22" January will now be in the afternoon at 2.00pm. Richard plans to provide notes for each of
his lectures and | will circulate these to you in advance. You will have found the notes for the first lecture
attached to this email. Remember, it is on 9" October at 10.00am in the Cube.

Once again, this year, we have had a significant number of new members signing up to join —around 30
altogether and | would like to take this opportunity of welcoming you all. As in previous years, we will be
providing introductory sessions for these new members run again by Hilary Edgeley. Within reason, Hilary is
happy that existing members attend these lectures if there is space. So, if you would like to attend any of
them then contact Hilary — please do not turn up without first clearing it with her. The details of the
sessions are as follows:

Indoor Programme (at Manor Park)

October 2nd Introduction to Geology (9.00am — 1.00pm)
November 19t The Geology of the Malvern Hills (10.00 — 12.00am)

Outdoor Programme

October 16" Gullet Quarry (10.00 — 12.30am)
October 29th Tank Quarry and Whitman’s Hill Quarry (10.00am — 1.30pm)
November 27t Building Stones of Worcester (10.30 — 12.30am)

As we start the new year, may | remind you about the group’s library which is becoming a really significant
source of knowledge. The volume of borrowing dropped slightly last year and so we will try to find ways of
publicising its contents better this year. As you should know the library catalogue is posted on our website.
All our thanks must go to Maggie, Alison and Gina for the work they do to make it available for us all.

Finally, you will see below that the group’s accounts for the last year have been posted on the website. In
essence, our funds stand at about £440 at the start of this U3A year and we made a surplus of about £170


mailto:hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/library/

last year. We have committed to helping the MHG project with any minor funding requirements (as yet
unknown) but if necessary, we will reduce our financial holdings during the year through free meetings.

What’s New on the Website this Month
e Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters
e  Group accounts for U3A year 2018-19.
e Updated calendar

Calendar
October 9 Lecture Series No 1 (Click here for details of the lectures)
21 Lecture Series No 2 (Note: this is a Monday afternoon at 2.00pm)
November 13 Lecture Series No 3
25 Lecture Series No 4 (Note: this is a Monday afternoon at 2.00pm)
December 11 Lecture Series No 5
January 8 Lecture Series No 6
20 Lecture Series No7 (Note: this is a Monday afternoon at 2.00pm)
February 12 Ice Age in Worcestershire
March 11 Danger! Cornish Mining Engineer at Work
April 8 Metallic Mineralisation of the Mantle & Crust/Cratons

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com
Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com
Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com
Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com
Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com
Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com
Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com
Other Contacts
Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com
Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 | db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 | alanhughes505@btinternet.com
Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 | richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 | geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com
Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 | geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk
Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 | raittgeorgina@gmail.com
Phyl King Photographic Resources photoresources17@gmail.com

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/
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