
Geology Group Newsletter – October 2022 
 
There were 2 field trips in September – the first was led by Peter Bridges and visited a number of the 
quarries along the hills overlooking West Malvern. These included the Dingle, the Westminster and the 
Broomhall quarries and although these have been well visited by our group over the years it is always 
worth going again, often getting a different perspective. As an added bonus, we had John Payne with us 
who provided a number of fascinating insights along the way including a reminder of the story of Miss 
Phillips Conglomerate! We were lucky with the weather which was being unpredictable at that time and as 
this was the last of the ‘normal’ field trips of the year, we finished off the day with lunch at the Nag’s Head! 
Thanks to Peter and John for a very enjoyable morning.  
 
The second trip at the end of the month was a visit to the Lapworth Museum at Birmingham University led 
by Jan Szymanski. We have made a number of visits there over the years and they have always proved to 
be a great success. This time a sizeable contingent was entertained by Jon Clatworthy, the Director, who 
provided a ‘behind the scenes’ visit. The highlights included getting a close up of the type specimen of the 
Calymene blumenbachii (the Dudley Bug) and seeing the field notes and papers of Charles Lapworth 
himself. As a bonus Ian Fairchild was there to provide an overview of the EHT Erratics Project which 
currently has an exhibition running in the museum. Thank you, Jan. 
 
The Lapworth visit concluded our outdoor programme of field trips and we look forward now to our indoor 
lectures programme which will take place as usual in the Cube beginning at 10.00am. The first of these will 
be given by Alan Gray when he will re-enter the debate over the Plumes v Plates controversy – remember 
the lecture to the group in January by Prof Gillian Foulger one of the leading protagonists in the debate. 
Please note that this lecture will take place on Friday 28th October and not our usual 3rd Friday.  
 
Miscellaneous  
 
I’m pleased to say that a number of people signed up to join the group at Groups Fair Day bring the total 
number of new members to about 20 this year. We are currently looking to see if there is enough interest 
in running a new members session. 
 
The EHT currently have several petrological microscopes and are looking to dispose of two of them.  If you 
are interested in acquiring one then please contact Dick Harris for details. 
 
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

October 28 Lecture: Plumes v Plates (Alan Gray) (note change of week) 

November 18 Lecture: After the Ice: the Holocene in the Malverns Area 

December 16 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics 

January 20 Lecture: Our Lifetimes: the Anthropocene Defined 

February 17 Lecture: Birmingham's Erratic Boulders 

March 17 Lecture: by Chris Darmon (Title yet to be decided) 

April 21 Lecture: TBA 

 
Steering Committee 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/


Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Vacant Geology Matters Editor 
 

gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Debbie Bellfield Library  geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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