
Geology Group Newsletter – October 2023 
 
Despite the weather forcing a 1-week postponement, the last field trip of the summer season found a small 
gap in the bad weather! Many thanks to John Payne for leading our trip around the North Malvern Hills. A 
rather small group, a nice mixture of old hands and new members, enjoyed visits to Tank Quarry, the 
Malvern fault at North Quarry, Ivy Scar Rock finishing after lunch at Dingle and Sycamore Tree quarries. 
Despite a number of visits to these locations over the years, there is always something new to learn – is it 
or is it not a fault breccia on the Malvern fault exposure and what to make of Miss Phillips’ conglomerate at 
Sycamore Tree quarry which helped disprove Murchison’s theory of the Malvern Hills being an intrusive 
formation. Thank you again, John, and also to Jan Szymanski who organised the trip. 
 
With the end of the outdoor field trip programme, we really must thank Peter Bridges and Jan Szymanski 
for all the work they have put into producing such a varied and interesting series of trips. Unfortunately, 
the numbers attending were down on our pre Covid figures and I encourage you all to get involved more 
next year. Any feedback on the programme or suggestions for next year are very welcome. 
 
We look forward now to our indoor lecture programme which begins with our first indoor meeting on 20th 
October. Dick Harris has prepared a short synopsis below. 

 
We have decided to set our Group sub at £1 for the moment, so please bring along a total of £3 subs at 
each meeting. For the benefit of new members, we do have to pay the expenses of many of our external 
lecturers, hence the extra £1 on top of the Malvern u3a room fee. 
 
New Members Meeting 
I’m pleased to say that we have had an encouraging 
influx of new members to the group and that as a 
result, Hilary Edgeley will be running a new 
members introductory session on 4th October. We 
do have some space left, so if any other group 
members would like to attend, on a first come first 
served basis, please contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Refreshments 
We have an extremely serious problem facing us! Liz Daniel, who has been running our refreshments 
organisation for more years than I can remember, has had to pull out. Despite my efforts, I haven’t found 
anyone to take on this role – surely in a group of about 130 members there must be someone who could do 

Our first talk of the new season by Prof Tim Wright will be giving us a fascinating insight into what can now be 
achieved using satellite radar technology to measure very small movements in the Earth’s surface and give 
early warning of tectonic movement, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 
 
Tim will explain how the system works with real world examples and his involvement in NERC funded project 
producing a continuously updated open-source database of global surface movements. 
 
Tim has been at Leeds University since 2006, initially as a Royal Society University Research Fellow and (since 
2012) as Professor of Satellite Geodesy. His work has been at the forefront of developing the use of satellite 
radar interferometry (InSAR) for measuring tectonic and volcanic deformation. 

 

Time Topic 

9:00 – 10:00 Structure of the Earth 

10:00 - 10:20  Refreshments  

10:20 - 12:00 Geological time. 
Fossils and relative dating 

12:00 - 12:45 Lunch break 
View specimens 

12:45 - 2:00 Absolute dating 
Rocks and minerals 

2:00 - 2:20 Refreshments 

2:20 - 3:30 Geology of the Malvern Hills 

3:30 - 4:00 
 

View specimens 
Questions 

 



it! Unless someone is prepared to put their hand up, I’m afraid that we will no longer be providing 
refreshments at our meetings. Please assume that unless you hear from me before, you should bring your 
own tea/coffee to the next meeting. 
 
Despite that sad news, I would like to place on record our thanks to Liz for all she has done over the years in 
keeping us refreshed! 
 
Fossils Subgroup 
For those in this subgroup, please note the new programme attached to the email. 
 
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter 

• Updated Calendar 
 
Calendar 

October 20 Lecture: Volcanic Eruption Warning using Satellite Geodesy 

November 17 Lecture: Cleveland Geology Site 

December 15 Lecture: Martley Rock 

January 19 Lecture: Travels in Paleontology 

February 16 Lecture: Geology of Mars Update 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mgeffen2@gmail.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 301386 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Vacant Geology Matters Editor 
 

gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Debbie Bellfield Library  geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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