
Geology Group Newsletter – September 2019 
 
Well, first to say that this is the 50th edition of our 
newsletter since I took over the reins from Jim Handley. 
The first issue was in August 2015 and I was very 
fortunate that Geoff Carver agreed to edit the 
newsletter. It is interesting to look back at that first 
edition to see that things have come full circle as we 
were then advertising a lecture series to be given by 
Richard Edwards beginning in October! 

 
From that first edition, Geoff began to introduce information of wider geological interest and by the second 
issue had coined the name Geology Matters. In December 2017, we decided that Geoff’s input merited its 
own title and separated Geology Matters from the newsletter which contained only group related 
information.   
 
When you read this month’s edition of Geology Matters you will see that Geoff has chosen an interesting 
selection of snippets from across all those previous editions. Regarding the basic newsletter, I note how we 
have gradually changed it over the years always with the objective of keeping you informed of what we are 
doing within the group as well as of geological matters of local interest. I hope that you feel that it is 
worthwhile, but I am always happy to get suggestions and comments as to how it might be improved.  
 
Looking back on August, my impression is of a month of massively different weather conditions, both hot 
and wet! We regrettably had to postpone our field trip to the Martley area due to the terrible weather we 
were having at that time. Hopefully, this trip will be resurrected in due course. Our last local field trip of this 
year will take place next week in the Mathon area, so hopefully we will have a good turnout. Those going to 
Arran will be leaving towards the end of September and we look forward to getting feedback on what looks 
a fascinating trip to an area of superb geology.   
 
At the last SC Meeting, we discussed the Down to Earth Extra bulletin and decided that it had become little 
more than an advertising medium for Geo Supplies Ltd and that we would no longer circulate it with our 
newsletter. Those of you who wish to continue to read it can subscribe to it for free at this link. 
 
Back in June 2016, John Payne led a field trip around some of the local sites including Sycamore Tree 
Quarry near the Dingle. This location, which displays Silurian beach deposits, was particularly interesting 
due to the presence of Miss Phillip’s Conglomerate. The trip write-up gives further information on both the 
rocks and Miss Phillips as does the August edition of Geoscientist. I think you might find it interesting. 
 
Entirely coincidental with this 50th edition, Geoff Carver has decided to step down from membership of the 
group Steering Committee after several years’ service. However, I’m delighted to say that he has agreed to 
continue as the Editor of Geology Matters. I would like, therefore, to register my thanks on behalf of the 
group for all his work, not only with Geology Matters, but also in helping the OAT plan and organise trips 
and for many other inputs to the running of the group. 
 
Finally, I trust you received my recent email concerning unavoidable changes to the timing of a couple of 
the Richard Edwards lectures. The details in the calendar below and in the website calendar are correct. 
 
 What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated calendar 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.geosupplies.co.uk/down-to-earth-magazine.php
http://geology.malvernu3a.org.uk/walks/2016/Northern%20Malvern%20Hills%20tour/index.htm
https://doi.org/10.1144/geosci2019-041
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/


Calendar 

September 4 Field Trip; Mathon & Cockshot Hill 

22-27 Field Trip; Isle of Arran 

October 9 Lecture Series No 1                                   (Click here for details of the lectures) 

21 Lecture Series No 2 (Note: this is a Monday afternoon at 2.00pm) 

November 13 Lecture Series No 3 

25 Lecture Series No 4 (Note: this is a Monday afternoon at 2.00pm) 

December 11 Lecture Series No 5 

January 8 Lecture Series No 6 

22 Lecture Series No7 

February 12 Ice Age in Worcestershire 

March 11 Danger! Cornish Mining Engineer at Work 

April 8 Metallic Mineralisation of the Mantle & Crust/Cratons 

 
Outdoor Programme Details (Contact Peter Bridges for further details; Tel: 01684 540791) 
 
Field Trip to Mathon & Cockshot Hill – 4th September (Led by Dick Harris) 
A circular walk of about 2 ½ miles, starting from Mathon Church, to explore the varying underlying rock 
types, evidence of ancient fault lines, evidence for the pre-ice age ‘Mathon River’ the fossiliferous quarry at 
Cockshot Hill and finally the eclectic building stone mix of Mathon Church. 
 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com 

Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com  

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 raittgeorgina@gmail.com 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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