Geology Group Newsletter — September 2022

The field trip in August was a bus trip to the Charnwood Forest, hosted by Chris Darmon
founder of GeoSupplies. Charnwood is in the Loughborough area and provides exposures
of the Charnian Supergroup which are volcanic rocks dating back to the Precambrian. |
suppose the area’s main claim to fame (geologically) is the finding of Charnia masoni, the
earliest-known large, Precambrian fossil (pictured). The field trip concentrated on the
southern part of the Charnwood area and included visits to the Altar Stones at Markfield
and Billa Barra hill. It was an intensely hot day although fortunately the walking was
relatively easy. So, it’s thanks to Chris Darmon who we hope will be coming to speak to us
in the winter, plus, of course, Peter Bridges who, as ever, made all the arrangements.

Although the outdoor programme has not finished, we can begin to look forward to the

indoor programme although perhaps not the winter that it heralds! Dick Harris has now almost completed
the lecture programme and you can see the details below and in the Calendar on our website. He still has
one slot to fill in April next year and would be grateful for any suggestions for a suitable speaker.

Geology Matters

When you get that far and read it, you will see that we really are losing Geoff Carver as the editor of
Geology Matters after 85 editions! Doing the maths that means a little over 7 years’ worth of fascinating
geological interest. Not unreasonably he has decided it is time to put away his pen and take a well deserved
break! His endeavours have produced an enormous body of information covering a huge variety of
geological topics. It hardly seems sufficient to just say ‘Thank you very much Geoff’, but in doing so anyway,
let me acknowledge that we really are grateful for your efforts over the years to educate and entertain.

It would be nice if this month’s wasn’t the last edition, so I'm still appealing for a replacement for Geoff. Is
anyone prepared to give it a go?!

Miscellaneous

As you will be aware, 1% September sees the beginning of

the new u3a year. Please remember to renew your There's still time to see the special exhibition "Mary Anning Comes
membership on the Malvern u3a website which is easy to do Home' at Lyme Regis Museum, which runs until 30th September.

. . . It includes a portrait of Mary on loan from The Geological Society and
usmg most payment cards. We will assume that you wish to a very rare Ichthyosaurus breviceps discovered by Mary in 1832 on
continue as a member of the group unless you tell us loan from Sedgwick Museum of Earth Sciences together with a

. . . . stunning newly discovered genus and species of extinct marine
otherW|se, so there is no need to book in at the C‘:JFOUpS Fair thalattosuchian crocodylomorph found by two local fossil hunters Paul
Day although we are always happy to say ‘hello’ if you drop Turner and Lizzie Hingley.
by.

We are a little short of hosts for the day, so if you fancy
sitting at our desk for a while and encouraging new
members, we would be delighted to see you.

May | remind you that Malvern u3a will be holding a picnic
in the park on 13™ September to celebrate 40 years of the
u3a organisation. See the flyer attached to my email for
details — let’s have a group gathering!

West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society —
check here to find out the latest list of free online activities.


https://malvernu3a.org.uk/membership/
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg

What’s New on the Website this Month
e Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters
e Updated Calendar
e latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series

Calendar
July onwards | Fortnightly | Lecture series: Historical Geology (2" & 4" Wednesdays)
September 7 Field Trip: Some Malvern Quarries (Peter Bridges)
September 28 Field Trip: Visit to the Lapworth Museum, Birmingham. (Leader: Jon

Clatworthy, Director of the Lapworth Museum)

October 28 Lecture: Plumes v Plates (Alan Gray) (note change of week)
November 18 Lecture: After the Ice: the Holocene in the Malverns Area
December 16 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics
January 20 Lecture: Our Lifetimes: the Anthropocene Defined
February 17 Lecture: Birmingham's Erratic Boulders
March 17 Lecture: by Chris Darmon (Title yet to be decided)
April 21 Lecture: TBA

Dingle, Westminster and Broomhill Quarries — led by Peter Bridges (7" September); starting from Dingle
Car Park we will visit briefly Dingle Quarry and then head off to Westminster Quarry - easy walking along a
path on the level. A stop at Sycamore quarry can be made if people so desire. After Westminster Quarry we
head off downhill past the Sugarloaf Café and then downhill on West Malvern Rd to Broomhill Quarry. After
Broomhill return at a gentle pace to the Dingle car park.

Lapworth Museum — led by John Clatworthy, Director (28" September); A full tour of the Lapworth
Museum, University of Birmingham — behind the scenes as well as the museum itself — costing £5.00 per
head, including tea/coffee & biscuits. We will travel independently by train. Packed lunches or visits off
campus are the order of the day.

Steering Committee

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com
Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com
Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com
Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardenersl@btinternet.com
Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com
Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com
Other Contacts
Christopher Wright | Fossils Subgroup 07732571973 cnw48@outlook.com
Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com
Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup | 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com
Vacant Geology Matters Editor gm@malvernu3a.org.uk
Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk
Phyl King Photographic Resources photoresources17@gmail.com

Group Website:

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/
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