Azores trip- Itinerary

16 - 23 April 2016

Day 1 Sat 16 Apr 16

Dep: London Gatwick at 14:20 Arrive: Ponta Delgada at 17:20. Local guides Dina
and Pedro, both knowledgeable geologists will meet us. Pedro lectures part-time at
the University; they guide us on the field trips, book dinner and generally look after us!

Day 2 Sun 17 Apr 16

SETE CIDADES VOLCANO TOUR - (Full day) Heading west out of Ponta Delgada,
your first stop will be at Rocha de Relva lookout point used by the whale hunters in
the past. Next we go to the Pico do Carvéo viewpoint (or Empadadas lakes, if the gate
is open and visibility is good), with its wonderful panoramic view of the whole island.
Then you will travel along the trail of the NE section of the caldera rim (and/or SW
section - King’s Viewpoint, depending on visibility) with an amazing view of the twin
lakes inside the Sete Cidades caldera. Leaving the caldera you will go down to the
coast and visit Mosteiros village (optional), Escalvado viewpoint and there is the option
to swim in the natural pools warmed by a thermal spring on the coast of Ferraria.
Returning to Ponta Delgada you will cross Arrifes, an area of pastureland where most
of the milk on the island is produced. Please note: this route may be amended due to
weather conditions and according to the tides if clients choose to swim at Ferraria.

Day 3 Mon 18 Apr 16

FURNAS VOLCANO TOUR - (Full day) During your full day tour you will be heading
towards the eastern end of Sdo Miguel and the volcanic caldera of Furnas. En-route
you will see different landscapes as we travel across different volcanic systems, old
farming fields in Picos Region, visit the Salto do Cabrito waterfall and the view point
at Castelo Branco, before arriving at Furnas Lake. Here you will see the fumarolic
fields (bubbling mud pools and hot springs) which the area is famous for. After lunch,
there’s a visit to the Terra Nostra Botanical Garden where you can swim in a natural
heated outdoor swimming pool. On the return journey back to Ponta Delgada, you'll
also visit to Gorreana tea factory. Please note: this route may be amended due to
weather conditions. Avoid white swimwear and towels as they may be permanently
stained.

Day 4 Tue 19 Apr 16
AM visit to Ponta Delgada University to meet the head of their volcanic/seismic
department and seismic monitoring centre.

Day 5 Wed 20 Apr 16
Full day to explore the flora, fauna and bird watching - Today we visit the remote
Nordeste region and Serra da Tronqueira in the eastern part of Sao Miguel. This is a



more rugged part of the island, with densely forested hill sides of cryptomeria
(Japanese cedar) and some areas of native laurel, which form part of the natural
habitat for the elusive Azores bullfinch. The crypotmeria is fast growing and was
introduced to make boxes for the a once booming orange trade. From Nordeste we
head back via the volcanic basin of Furnas, with its boiling pools of mud and water
and if time visit the botanical gardens of Furnas.

Day 6 Thu 21 Apr 16
Free day.

Day 7 Fri 22 Apr 16

GEO TOUR Description: This full day geological tour takes you to the important
volcanic features of Sao Miguel. The tour focuses on the central part of the Island and
includes the Fogo volcano (aka Serra de Agua d' Pau volcano), the hot springs of
Caldeiras, subaereal and submarine volcanic cones in Picos region, emission centres
and deposits of the 1563 eruptions and a visit to the geo-thermal power station (if
open) and “Gruta do Carvao” lava tunnels under Ponta Delgada. Also included is a
short walk to Congro Lake. You will be taken back to your hotel at the end of the day
(please note this route may be amended due to weather conditions).

Day 8
Transfer to airport and fly to Gatwick



