Bishops Frome & Acton Beauchamp LAGS Trail 12th. April 2016.

Bishops Frome Village Hall, SO 663484, was the rendezvous point for our April LAGS
trail. On a nice warm and sunny Spring morning, eleven members assembled in the large
car park, this included Richard Edwards who was to lead the trail.

Richard outlined the plan for the morning. We were first to visit Bishops Frome Church
to study the building stones, then to retrace our steps back along the B4214 to the road
junction on the right to view the landscape. We would then drive in three cars to Acton
Beauchamp Church, and from there follow a circular trail.

First, Richard briefly described the local geology, and explained some of the features and
symbols shown on the geological map. He said that we were standing on the Silurian
Pridoli Raglan Mudstone Formation (Rg), next was a narrow band of the Bishops Frome
Limestone (BFL) before the harder Devonian Old Red Sandstone (ORS) which forms the
surrounding hills. Richard remarked that the term ORS has been described as a misnomer
- it is not particualry Old; it is not always Red; neither is it always a Sandstone. We
would see this represented in the local building stones.
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Rg: Ragla‘n Mudstone Formation. BFL: Bshops Frome Limestone.
SMg: St Maughans Formation. sa: SMg with sandstones.



Now at Bishops Frome Church (St Mary's), SO 663483, we examined the building
stones which varied considerably, both in quality and colour. Richard said that the oldest
parts of the Church were 12th century, built in high quality stone which has undergone
800 years of weathering. The tower dates from the 14th century and was built using
blocks of high quality greenish grey sandstone, current bedding could be seen in some of
the building blocks. Richard said that the stone probably contained epidote, and chlorite
where the iron is contained in silicates which are not so vulnerable to weathering.

The oldest parts of the church were built on the Bishop's land, hence 'Bishops Frome',
and that the good quality stone used for the construction could have been brought in from
a distant quarry. The building has been much altered and extended by the Victorians in
neo-Norman style including the south porch.

LAGS Inspecting the building stones outside the Priest's Door.



Most Herefordshire Churches are open during the hours of daylight. As we entered
through the south porch, Richard paused to point out the fine 12th century arched
doorway.



The Church is magnificent inside. It has some interesting features which includes an
historic treasure, a lead-lined Norman font, one of only 20 or so lead fonts in all of
England to survive from the Norman period. The bowl of the font is unusual in being
constructed from a rather unusual red conglomerate. The larger clasts forming the
conglomerate are formed from Bishops Frome Limestone. Originally referred to as a
‘conglomeratic cornstone’ they are interpreted as forming a lag deposit in a river channel.

In the graveyard it is noticeable that many of the headstones have weathered significantly
in a period of about 150 years which contrasts with the building stone used in the church.
The explanation lies in the cement which binds the grains together. Siliceous cements
produce durable building stones whereas other cements are variable in their response to
weathering. Richard pointed out the grave where his grandparents are buried. The death
of James Edwards soon led to the abandonment of farming by the family after some
hundreds of years. Some of them turned to shopkeeping in Upton.

More information on the Church history can be found at:-
http://www .britainexpress.com/counties/hereford/churches/bishops-frome.htm



We walked back to the B4214 road junction with Summerpool Lane, SO 662485. Here
we looked north towards a grassy slope. Richard said that we were standing on the
Raglan Mudstone Formation looking up towards a narrow band of Bishops Frome
Limestone with the St Maughans Formation on the higher ground. The softer mudstones
are more easily eroded and form the lower land, whilst the coarser sediments - the
sandstones of the Devonian St Maughans Formation, are more resistant to erosion and
form the higher ground to the north of Bishops Frome.

Richard said that the source rocks for these sediments, contained gneisses and schists
eroded from mountains that had been uplifted in Caledonian times and these were carried
down from the north by streams onto alluvial plains around what is now Bishops Frome.
The evidence of the ORS sediments being derived from the Caledonian mountains is the
heavy minerals fraction within the sediments. These are mainly garnets which are
characteristic of high grade metamorphism.

The Bishop Frome limestone is a type of calcrete and is formed in arid conditions such as
modern day Namibia . Evaporation draws water to the surface where calcium carbonate is
deposited.

We then drove to Acton Beauchamp Parish Church of St. Giles, SO 680503, parking is
limited to 3 or 4 cars. This is a small isolated church on an historic site. We crossed the
bridge over the small stream, with nearby ancient fish ponds, and just inside the entrance
gate to the churchyard was a mature wild service tree (Sorbus torminalis). Richard spoke
about place names and said that 'Acton' was a place where oak trees grew - Beauchamp
being a Norman family name.

Acton Beauchamp Parish Church » St. GIS.
We looked at the building stones, had a coffee break, and inspected the church interior.
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Detail of building stone at south doorway.



The major interest is a beautifully carved Saxon cross-shaft that has been re-used to form
the lintel of a Romanesque door to the west tower. The cross-shaft probably dates to the
9th century and depicts birds and peculiar beasts within a fanciful scrollwork pattern.

The tower is the only remaining medieval part of the church; the remainder was rebuilt in
simple Georgian style in 1819; the last Georgian church to be built in Herefordshire.

The Perpendicular Font has an octagonal bowl with moulded top, concave under side,
plain stem and chamfered base, and is of late 15th-century.

More information on the Church history can be found at:-
http://www .britainexpress.com/counties/hereford/churches/acton-beauchamp.htm

NOW FOR THE TRAIL!

We left the churchyard crossing over the stream and the track leading to Church House
Farm and headed southeast. We climbed up the hill, with red soils underfoot, following
the fence line with the fruit orchard to our left. Then over a stile out onto rough pasture,
here beside the footpath we examined a large boulder of ORS St Maughans Formation,
SO 684501, the bedrock is not exposed in this area.



We reached the bridleway and then headed north. Now at 185m we had fine views over
the Frome Valley towards the Welsh Black Mountains. We proceeded along the path on
the western side of Long Coppice, and on our left was what appeared to be an ancient
boundary bank.



Janet pointing out: Backbury Hill towards the left...... Shucknall Hill towards the right.

Out into the open and now on arable land, we again had fine views out to the west. In the
middle distance we could see Backbury Hill on the outer edge of Woolhope Dome and
Shucknall Hill near the village of Yarkhill. The older Silurian Limestone rocks of
Shucknall Hill have been faulted and folded up and now stand higher than the younger
Devonian ORS rocks. The Shucknall Fault is near the end of a fault system known as the
Neath Disturbance, which can be traced back southwest as far as the Neath Valley.

Caledonian earth movements, reactivation of earlier faults, plus Variscan movements at
the end of the Carboniferous Period and subsequent differential erosion, have all shaped
the landscape we see today.

We also had hazy distant views of Sugarloaf near Abergavenny, Hay Bluff and the more
distant Welsh Black Mountains.



We continued on, passing a small pond on the high ground surrounded by trees - perhaps
a dew pond, then we entered Halletshill Coppice. Here spring flowers carpeted the
woodland floor, bluebells, violets, primrose, wood anemone plus patches of wood sorrel
(oxalis acetosella) which was in bud; all indicators of ancient coppiced woodland. Lesser
celandine and greater stitchwort were also on the woodland edge.

The path became narrow, muddy and slippery following a period of heavy rainfall, and
dropped down steeply to the woodland edge - walking poles are recommended.

We continued over the sheep pasture down to the valley bottom and walked west along
the bank of Whelpley Brook. There are small waterfalls where the stream crosses harder
sandstone bands in the local St Maughans Formation - 'sa' marks the position of the
sandstone bands on the geological map.

Next we followed the path south, climbing up the sheep pasture and over a stile turning
west following the footpath towards The Dovehills farm buildings, (Richard's family
ancestral home). We proceeded down the farm track and walked back along the minor
roads via Paunton Cross to our cars.

We enjoyed lunch at The Hop Pocket on the B4214 south of Bishops Frome village -
most of us resisted the temptation for retail therapy.

Many thanks again go to Richard for his enthusiasm and expert knowledge, we all
experienced a wonderful morning, in fine weather to appreciate the landscape and the
underlying geology with a bit of family history thrown in. Happy Trails once again!
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