
HERGEST RIDGE, KINGTON. LAGS TRAIL 12th July 2016

Map OS Explorer 201 Knighton & Presteigne/ Kington & Hay-on-Wye

Hergest Ridge is an elongated hill which is aligned south-west to north-east and traverses the Welsh
Border from Gladestry in Powys to Kington in Herefordshire.

The trail generally follows Offa's Dyke Path starting in the village of Gladestry, climbing up the 
south-western end of Hergest Ridge, crossing over the Welsh Border before reaching the trig point 
on the ridge in Herefordshire at 423m. We then head for the Whet Stone and rejoin the path for the 
descent into Kington. We would need to leave cars at each end of the trail.

Seven members of the Landscape Appreciation Group (LAGS) met at Mill Street car park in 
Kington (SO 296566) at around 10am. We then drove to Gladestry Village Hall (SO 231551) the 
starting point for our walk.

Richard Edwards and Moira Jenkins were to be our guides. Moira was involved in writing the 
Kington and Hergest Landscape and Geology Trail Guide published by Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust - ISBN 0-9548360-9-X.

Before we set off on the trail, Richard gave us an introduction to the complex geology of the area - 
refer to the geological map and section.

Movement on major geological faults in the region have had a significant impact on shaping the 
picturesque landscape in the area. The advance and retreat of the Devensian Ice Sheets have also 
played their part in moulding the landscape, and left glacial deposits on the low ground and glacial 
erratics on top of Hergest Ridge. Subsequently the whole landscape has been smoothed off by the 
products of erosion.



Simplified Map showing Major Structural Trends.

The Welsh Borderland Fault System is a major zone of faulting and associated folding which runs 
north-eastwards through Wales from Pembrokeshire to Powys and into Herefordshire and 
Shropshire. It comprises the Tywi Lineament, Pontesford Lineament and Church Stretton Fault 
Zone. Richard pointed this out on the geological map of Wales.

Several branches of the Church Stretton Fault Zone run between the hills just to the north-west 
parallel to Hergest Ridge, the fault system has been active over several periods of geological time. 
The Pontesford Linley Fault runs parallel to the Church Stretton Fault further to the north-west.

Fault characteristics change over geological time. There is evidence to show that sinistral tear 
faulting has occurred in this region. At Church Stretton, normal faulting caused a down-throw of 
1000m, compared with a down-throw of about 2000m of the Worcester Basin during activation of 
the East Malvern Fault. The Stanner-Hanter Complex Precambrian rocks have been pushed up to 
the surface, by movement on the Church Stretton Fault.

The Stanner-Hanter Complex of Precambrian igneous rocks, dated at 700Ma form the adjacent hills
of Hanter Hill, Worsell Wood and Stanner Rocks. These rocks have similarities to those of The 
Malvern Hills.

The rocks of Hergest Ridge are Silurian, Wenlock and Ludlow age siltstones. Deformation of the 
siltstones is also associated with activation of the adjacent Church Stretton Fault.

The low hills of Weythel Common to the south-west of Hanter Hill are underlain by Raglan 



Mudstone and surrounded by faulting on several branches of the Church Stretton Fault. This is a 
conundrum, since the soft red mudstones are not usually associated with high ground.

There are extensive quarrying operations in the area.

Gladestry village hall car park with the hill behind which is the end of Hergest Ridge

The Trail:

From the car park we made our way along the B4594 through Gladestry, then turned off right onto a
lane which led us onto a track on the left. We were now on Offa's Dyke Path and started to climb up
the track towards the ridge.



As we climbed up, the Silurian Siltstones were exposed in the bed and on the sides of the track. 
Here the angle of dip was estimated to be about 15 to 20 deg. A dip angle of 46 deg. is indicated on 
the geological map close to a branch of the Church Stretton Fault near Gladestry.

Higher up the track we paused to examine an exposure of small faults and folds - the deformation 
was assumed to be related to the of the Church Stretton Fault which was nearby and active in 
Silurian times.



We continued on, and by the side of the path we came to a glacial erratic which was identified as 
dolerite. From this location we had fine panoramic views of the landscape. To the right of the 
picture, we are looking back along the ridge towards Gladestry, with the Brecon Beacons on the 
skyline. Hay bluff is more central and the Black Mountains underlain by Devonian Sandstones are 
in the distance.

A panoramic view on the climb up the ridge, looking towards the Black Mountains and Hay Bluff.



On Hergest Ridge with Hanter Hill and Worsell Wood ahead.

Near the top of the ridge we turned right off Offa's Dyke Path at SO 252562 and followed the path 
heading south towards the trig point.

 
Map showing route on top of Hergest Ridge



Moira drew our attention to a row of large stones, originally erratics, which are considered to be an 
archaeological feature. There is a slight ditch, and along the ditch the stones have been placed in 
pairs. There is also a ridge on either side. 

We studied the two piles of stones by the side of the path, perhaps collapsed barrows. Originally 
erratics transported in the ice and dropped on top of the ridge. Later collected into piles by stone age
man.

Archaeological study of the site presents a confused picture. Erratics were collected and piled up 
more recently as a result of ground clearance for the cultivation of crops on the shallow soils during 
the Second World War. Since then the ridge has reverted to gorse and bracken with areas of rough 
grazing for sheep and ponies. We saw the stunted growth of tormentil, and the diminutive heath 
bedstraw. 



We examined the erratics in some detail, mostly gabbro, but on taking a closer look, one was 
identified as a quartzite.



We had lunch at the collapsed barrow near the trig point on top of Hergest Ridge at 423m SO 
257563. The highest point on the ridge is nearby at 426m. The boulders are erratics, mainly gabbros
from Hanter Hill, but some had quartz veins and one with a prominent circle of quartz, not found in 
local rocks. A shallow ditch surrounds the barrow. There were magnificent views in all directions.

After lunch we headed north towards an ephemeral pond SO 256565. Moira told us that fairy 
shrimp have been recorded here.

To get our bearings, we walked towards a group of Monkey Puzzle Trees (Araucaria Arancana), in 
order to locate the Whet Stone just to the north at SO 260568.



The Whet Stone with Hanter Hill in the background.

The Whet Stone is a large glacial erratic, a block of Hanter Hill gabbro.  Marked around the stone at
sheep height was a band of red raddle. The corners were polished, being rubbed by many 
generations of sheep, which revealed black pyroxene and white feldspar crystals. Sheep had worn a 
track around the base and exposed the Silurian sedimentary rock beneath the Whet Stone.

Exposed and polished:  black pyroxene and white feldspar crystals with lichen and red raddle.



We set off heading east along the disused Victorian racecourse, although there has been no racing 
here since around 1880 the grass track is still clearly visible on the ground and marked on OS maps.

Near the Whet Stone looking out across the valley from the old racecourse, we had views of the 
Stanner-Hanter Complex forming the Precambrian hills of Hanter Hill, Worsell Wood and Stanner 
Rocks. The rocks, gabbro and dolerite, were brought to the surface by movement on the Church 
Stretton Fault.

Worsell Wood left, Stanner Rocks, Herrock Hill and Bradnor Hill right.

We could also see Dolyhir Quarry, which is situated directly on a complex branch of the Church 
Stretton Fault. The quarry exposes Silurian limestones of the Dolyhir Limestone Formation, which 
unconformably overlie Precambrian clastic sediments of the Yat Wood and Strinds Formations.

Hanter Hill left, Dolyhir Quarry, Gore Quarry right with the old racecourse in the foreground.

It was here that Richard mentioned an unusual aspect of the mineralogy of the Hanter Hill gabbro. 
In some places the gabbro contains the mineral tourmaline which is a complex boro-silicate, 
normally associated with granite and hydrothermal activity. For example tourmaline is found within
the Cornish granite and especially adjacent to tin-bearing veins within the granite. It is assumed that
the tourmaline must have been associated with the minor acid intrusions which occur on Hanter 
Hill.



There are extensive quarrying operations in the area: Strinds, Dolyhir and Gore Quarry on Old 
Radnor Hill. Richard told us that high quality roadstone was extracted from the quarries. The 
Precambrian sandstones/greywackes contain minerals of varying hardness so that they do not polish
easily. This makes the rock very suitable as aggregate for the surface of roads, especially near 
bends.

Strinds and Dolyhir Quarries,

The Victorian racecourse: At a canter on the home straight. Heading for Kington with a spring in 
our stride, it was all down hill from now on and the going was good.

We walked east along the old racecourse and rejoined Offa's Dyke Path for the descent into 
Kington.

There was an information board just before we left the track and joined Ridgebourne Road. This 
was at the entrance to Hergest Ridge from Kington.



We continued on past Hergest Croft Gardens and returned to Mill Street car park.
A coffee break for some, whilst others collected the cars from Gladestry.

We all had a wonderful experience. As Richard put it: "It must be one of the best walks in the 
country! Luckily we remained dry in spite of a day characterised by heavy showers."

Many thanks, once again, to Richard for his enthusiasm and research, for so eloquently explaining 
the complex geology and formation of the landscape. Many thanks also to Moira for her photo's and
technical contributions, in particular, interpretation of the archaeology, which we would not have 
appreciated otherwise. Thanks also for the technical support in preparing this report.

Geological Maps...



Happy Trails!




